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COLUMBUS GEORGILIA

Office of the Secretary

Federal Communications Commission
Attention: CGB Room 3-B431

445 12% Street SW

Washington, DC 20554

Petition for Exemption from Closed Captioning Requirements
Introduction

First Baptist Church of Columbus Georgia was founded in 1829, with the sole mission of
telling others about the love of Christ, and ministering to the needs of the community. We are located
in the middle of downtown Columbus. We have had our 11:00am service on live broadcast for over 40
years.

Qur program as stated earlier is live. We air our normal service to be viewed by those not able
to come to the worship service for whatever reason. This provides a ministry to the community way
beyond the actual doors of the church.

The worship services airs weekly on Sunday at 11:00 am and last for an hour. WTVM
channel 9 broadcast the service, Our church members staff the cameras and then send a feed to the TV
station.

The service is not scripted, therefore, the news department would not have a manuscript
available for input into the closed caption equipment. 1t would be a costly, difficult burden upon the
church to provide a service that has not been requested of us by anyone from our viewing area.

For the reasons set forth below, First Baptist Church of Columbus Georgia hereby requests an
undue burden exemption from the closed captioning rules for our 11:00 am live worship service,
pursuant to 79.1(f) of the Commission’s rules.

Nature and Cost of Closed Captions

We have reviewed several options to provide closed caption for a live broadcast, due to some
of the words in the Bible the closed caption option of converting the spoken word over a computer
system would not work because of word recognition complicated by the biblical and theological words
{often from the Greek, Latin or Hebrew languages) which are much more difficult for voice
recognition software to accurately understand. The only option that we feel would work is hiring a
court reporter 10 be at each service to type the words on a system as they are spoken. After much
searching we have only found one person in our community that is willing and able to do this at an
estimated cost of $250 per hour. Our fear is when this person is sick or unableto work on a particular
Sunday we would not be able to be on the air.




Impact on the Operation of the Program Provider

The total cost to air the worship service is $900 per waek payable to the TV station. It is impossible to
put a dollar figure on the time our volunteers put in to produce the program. Closed caption would
increase our costs by over 25% based on the fee listed above. The court reporter told us that our startup
costs would be higher as she would take the more difficult words of the Bible(before the service) and
input them into her system to make it easier for the live broadcast, as time went on her data base would
have most of the terminology used. The impact this cost would have on our overall ministry to the
community is that we would have to decrease funds being used for other ministries in order to continue
the TV broadcast. Such a change would require a revisiting our total church budget including
commitments already made to ministries and programs during a fiscal year.

Financial Resources of the Program Provider

QOur church is a non-profit organization, all of our revenue is derived from the contributions of our
members. The largest part of our expenditures is personnel, we are a hands on ministry to the
community which provides various services to meet various individual needs. The cost of
programming would not reduce any one specific area but would have to be spread throughout many
areas so as not to totally wipe out any ministry.

Type of Operations of the Program Provider

First Baptist is a non-profit religious institution and its major operation is to ministerto the
community. The live broadcast gives the church the oppoitunity to reach more of the area than it could
otherwise. The 11:00 am service is the highlight of the week and the core of the total ministry.

Other Factors

Our program is only aired oo WTVM Channel 9, one of the local stations of the community. We
believe that the local, non-news exemption to the closed captioning rules also applies to the 11:00 am
worship service of First Baptist Church. As noted above, the program is produced and distributed
locally, and the sermons of First Baptist Church are of primarily Jocal public interest. The services are
not news, they do not have repeat value, and the electronic newsroom technique is not available.
Notwithstanding the applicability of the exemption, we have filed this petition in an abundance of
caution and for the purpose of establishing certainty.

Conclusion

As shown by this Petition and its attachments, the Commission should grant a waiver of the closed
captioning requirements in this ¢ase, because requiring closed captioning would ¢reate an undue
burden. The costs of captioning would be excessively high and would have a significant impact on
Petitioner’s operations. The Petitioner’s type of operations and financial resources are different in kind
and magnitude from a mainstream programming provider. Because of the significant difficulty and
expense of providing closed captions, a waiver under 79.1 {f) is warranted. If more information is
needed, please contact me at the address provided below. '

Respectfully submitted,
The First Baptist Church of Columbus

Byoi/“‘z/ 7
Timothy 1.} ompsmtor

PO Box 828

212 12* Street
Columbus, Ga 31901
706-322-4468
706-324.7422 Fax
December 22, 2005



Declaration

1, Dr. James Elder, am the Pastor of First Baptist Church, and I have reviewed the Petition for
Exemption for Closed Captioning Requirements filed on behalf of First Baptist Church in this
matter, and, upon information and belief, believe the statements regarding our organization
and the 11:00 am wor}§ship service to be true and accurate.




Schedule

Our service is aired on every Sunday moming at 11:00am until 12 Noon.
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